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A.   Positions and Honors.  

  
Positions and Employment 
1975-1998 School Psychologist, Various School Districts 
1998-2005 Associate Professor, Department of Child and Family Studies, Florida Mental Health Institute, 

University of South  Florida, Tampa, FL 
2005-2009 Associate Professor, Department of Pediatrics College of Medicine, University of South Florida, 

Tampa, FL  
2009-9999  Associate Professor, Department of Pediatrics College of Medicine, University of South Florida, 

Tampa, FL 
2010-9999 Professor, Department of Pediatrics College of Medicine, University of South Florida, Tampa, 

FL 
  
Other Experience and Professional Memberships 
1985-9999 Member, National Association of School Psychologists (NASP) 
2000-2003 Research Chair, Florida Association of School Psychologists (FASP) 
2004-2005 Appointed Member, Florida Association for Infant Mental Health (FAIMH) 
2005-2009 Secretary, Florida Association for Infant Mental Health (FAIMH) 
2005-9999 Member, American Psychological Association (APA) 
2009-2010 President Elect, Florida Association of Infant Mental Health (FAIMH) 
2011-2012 President, Florida Association of Infant Mental Health (FAIMH) 
1987-2009 Licensed School Psychologist (SS #344), State of Florida 
2007-  Licensed Psychologist (PY #7626), State of Florida 
 
Honors 
1988  Florida’s School Psychologist of the Year, FASP 
1989  Florida’s Nomination for School Psychologist of the Year, NASP 
2006  Most Distinguished Article Award, National Association of Early Childhood Teacher Education  
2008 Scholarship Recipient-14th Annual Survival Skills and Ethics, National Institute of Neurological 

Disorders and Stroke 
2008 Best Community Project Award, Infants and Children of West Central Florida 
2008 Community Service Award, Hispanic Heritage Council 
2009 Bayley Award, Early Childhood Council 
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C. Research Support (Principal Investigator) 
  
Ongoing Research Support 
 Children’s Board of Hillsborough County. 
Helping Our Toddlers, Developing Our Children’s Skills. 
The goal of this study was to develop, implement and evaluate a behavioral parent training program to improve 
developmental outcomes for young children with disabilities and developmental delays.  
Amount awarded = $1,324,000, 2006-9999.  

Completed Research Support 
 USF Collaborative for Children, Families, and Communities  
The Match Program: Matching Families’ Strengths to Children’s Need. 
The goal of this study was to evaluate a community program developed to match foster care children with 
adoptive families. 
 Amount awarded:  $12,000, 1999-2000. 

 
USF Center for Scholarship in Action  
Supporting Caretakers of Children with Sickle Cell Disease. 
This was a program evaluation study of a community support program for children with Sickle Cell Disease.  
Amount awarded:  $15,000, 2001-2002. 

 
Annie E. Casey Foundation 
Families are First Teachers. 
This study designed, implemented, and evaluated a curriculum for parents and preschool teachers based upon 
positive behavior support principles, and intended to improve children’s development. 
Amount awarded: $150,000, 2001-2003. 

 
Early Learning Coalition of Pinellas County  
Early Learning Opportunities Grant. 
The goal of this study was to evaluate the efficacy of the HEADS UP! reading curriculum implemented across 
child care centers in Pinellas County, FL. 
Amount awarded: $85,000, 2005-2006. 

 
USF Collaborative Grant Award  
Relation between Weight Status and the Food and Activity Choices of Adolescents  
The goal of this study was to determine the extent to which a school health program affected healthy food and 
exercise choices in adolescents in middle and high schools in Hillsborough County. 
Amount awarded: $9,632, 2006-2007. 
 
Florida Department of Health  
Florida Early Steps Systems of Care for Children with Challenging Behavior. 
The goal of this project was to design, implement and evaluate a training curriculum for early intervention 
providers to improve their practices supporting children with challenging behavior problems. 
 Amount awarded:  $ 117,986, 2009-2011. 
 



Co-Principal Investigator 
 

Florida Department of Education Office of Special Education and Rehabilitation Services  
Early Intervention Project. 
The goal of this project was to increase the number of trained early intervention providers throughout the State 
of Florida by designing and evaluating a series of on-line courses and practicum experiences. 
Amount awarded:  $160,000, 2001-2003. 

 
US Departments of Education, Health, and Juvenile Justice 
Safe Schools/Healthy Students Initiative. 
The goal of this study was to evaluate the process and implementation of evidenced-based prevention and early 
intervention strategies within a major school district in Florida. 
Amount awarded: $450,000, 1999-2003. 
 
Biomarin Pharmaceuticals 
PKU-016 ASCEND Study 
This is a double blind; randomized study intended to determine the safety and therapeutic effects of Sapropterin 
Dihydrochloride (Kuvan) on neuropsychiatric symptoms in subjects with PKU. 
Amount awarded: $20,000 annually, 2011-9999. 
 
Current Research Support 
 
Funding Agency Title Role Project Period Amount 

Funded 
% Effort 

Children’s Board 
of Hillsborough 
County 

Helping Our 
Toddlers, 
Developing Our 
Children’s Skills 

PI October 1, 2011-
September 30, 
2012 

$135,000 .05 

Biomarin 
Pharmaceuticals 

PKU-016 
ASCEND 

Co-PI January 1, 2011-
December 30, 
2011 

$20,000 .10 

Florida 
Department of 
Health 

Early Steps Evaluator July 1, 2011-June 
30, 2012 

$??? .20 
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